
Coming Events: 

Feb 21, 09; Florida All-
Class Reunion Luncheon 

Apr 26, 09; Business 
Meeting and Luncheon at 
Monaghan’s 

May 1, 09; St. Gregory 
Night at Monaghan’s—
All-Class Reunion 

Aug 22, 09; All-Class 
Luncheon & Memorial 
Mass at Monaghan’s 
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OUR NEWSLETTER IS PRICELESS 
By Leo St. Amour, Class of 1957 

Our newsletter is priceless.  It is the primary means to remind us of our 
youth and the numerous lessons and values we learned during our for-
mative years at St. Gregory’s.  The news of upcoming class events en-
ables us to reunite with friends and classmates.  The stories of classic 
St. Gregory families remind us of our neighbors of long ago and tell us 
what happened to them.  Thank you for your continued work which is 
unparalleled by any high school alumni association—anywhere.  I encourage all 
friends of St. Gregory to support the continuation of the newsletter through partici-
pating in the sponsored activities and contributing to the cost of producing and dis-
tributing our priceless newsletter. 

Our 21stYear! 
1988-2009 

Thank You For 
Your Support. 

ST. GREGORY PARISH UPDATE 
By Linda Franklin, Parish Staff 

We are still standing, and it looks like the potential for growth is dy-
namic.  St. Gregory remains clustered with other parishes, with 
Monsignor LeFevre as our pastor.  He is mostly at Blessed Sacra-
ment Cathedral where he is also the rector, and at St. Benedict in 
Highland Park, as a Sunday Mass presider.  Father Timothy Kane 
is the associate pastor for St. Gregory and Madonna and St. Benedict 
too.  He is with us every Sunday and most weekdays.  Father Tim 
lives at the St. Gregory Rectory.  He has a great spirit.  

VISIT OUR ST. GREGORY ALUMNI WEBSITE AT: 
http://www.stgregoryalumni.com

 

See photos of all Graduates and many Sisters too. 
Read your SGAA Newsletter on-line. 

JOIN OUR E-MAIL CLUB — SEND YOUR ADDRESS TODAY 

YOUR

 

FAMILY STORY 
Every St. Gregory School family has a 
story to tell. How did your family hap-
pen to settle in St. Gregory Parish?  
Where is everyone now?  Take a cou-
ple minutes and send us a note for the 
next newsletter.  Use the enclosed en-
velope.  We’re looking forward to 
hearing from you! 

THANKS, VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to the many alumni volun-
teers who continue to help us at the 
Monaghan reunions in May and Au-
gust, and the Florida luncheon in Feb-
ruary; and the Business Luncheon in 
April too.  We couldn’t do it without 
you!         YOUR ALUMNI BOARD  

Ward, Mike, Jeanne and Peg 

http://www.stgregoryalumni.com


SGH62 

John D. Dingell VA Medical Center 
4646 John R Street, Detroit MI 48201 

Pharmacy  

Michael J. Maher, M.A., R.Ph 
Chief, Pharmaceutical Distribution Section 

(313) 576-1000 x4614 

MONTE COSTELLA & CO.              Masonry Contractors 

SGH63 

(248) 347-7744 

FRANCIS COSTELLA, CEO 

SGH47 

25005 Trans X Drive 
Novi MI 48375 

PEDRO G. NIETO 
Attorney At Law 

Bank of America Building                                    pedrognieto@lawyer.com 
220 E. Main, Suite 100, Uvalde TX 78801                           (830) 278-9106 

SGH60 

SGH60                (313) 851-4477  

SAM CASSAR & COMPANY 
29226 Orchard Lake Rd, Suite 75 

Farmington Hills 48018 Edward G. Cassar Sr. 

Janice McNulty  Insurance Agent           SGH68  

FARMERS 
Auto * Home * Life * Business 
7231 Cooley Lake Rd, W. Bloomfield (248) 363-8377 

FRENCH’S FLOWERS & GIFTS, INC 
33885 W Five Mile Road, Livonia MI 48154  (734) 427-7820 

JUDIE NAGY  SGH58 

LEIGH PISTOLESI 
Frenchsflo@aol.com 

 

FIRST FINANCIAL 
EMPLOYEE LEASING—YOUR SILENT PARTNER 

Michael F. Cairns 
Senior Business Consultant 

Ph (772) 564-8591   Cell (772) 473-2738  www.ffel.net 
775 8th Court, Suite 6, Vero Beach, Florida 32962 

Las Vegas Games, Inc 
Your complete gaming source 

Chris McElmeel, Owner (248) 926-0711 
1076 Rig Street, Commerce, MI 48o390 
LasVegasGames@comcast.net 
www.LasVegasGamesInc.com 

                     Mike McKendry 
                         REALTOR 

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY 
8660 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota FL 34238 

(941) 966-8000  E-Mail: teammac@michaelsaunders.com 

 

SGH65 ALBERT NOYER www.albertnoyer.com SGH44 
HISTORICAL MYSTERIES BRING THE 5th CENTURY TO LIFE

 

“The Cybelene Conspiracy” 
“The Secundus Papyrus” 
“The Saint’s Day Deaths” 

29 Lakeview Dr, Sandia Pk, NM 87047  (505) 281-5765 

AFFAIRS TO REMEMBER 
“AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE” 

MARLENE DINGMAN 
CHAIR COVERS AND LINENS 

1076 RIG STREET, COMMERCE , MI 48382  
AFFAIRSTOREMEMBERONLINE.COM (248) 926-8430 

Linda D. Bernard J.D., LL.M. and Associates 
Attorneys and Counselors  

Sharon E. Bernard Esq. 
Attorney and Banker (retired) 
SGH60 

Emery A. Viazanko     SGH60  

20060 Chapel Trace 

The WEST BAY CLUB 
Estero, Florida 33928 
Cell (239) 292-2771 
e.viazanko@comcast.net 

Jane Brennan Watters 
PIC 
REALTOR 
Jane.watters@comcast.net 

  Delano Valenti  
(734) 525-5231  

  5651 Middlebelt 
  Garden City MI 48135 
  Albertsonthealley@sbcglobal.net 

Reagan Appointee 1986               SGH45  

BARBARA K. HACKETT 
Judge (Retired) 

United States District Court, Eastern District of Michigan 
5120 Pinewood Dr           Tel  (810) 229-9990 
Brighton MI 48116           Fax (810) 229-9929 

16160 Chapel St, Suite 419 
Detroit MI 48219 
(313) 520-8380 
Seb4190@aol.com 

175 CadyCentre, Northville 48167 
Business 248.349.5600 
Direct 734.626.4976 

http://www.ffel.net
http://www.LasVegasGamesInc.com
http://www.albertnoyer.com
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EDWARD AND JEAN (STEELE) DESSERT, SGH40&40; Texas 
Our donation is sent in appreciation for the Alumni Newsletter—for all the time and work de-
voted to it.  We can’t do anything being so far away, but we do

 
enjoy the “news”.  Thank you. 

We were married October 10, 1944 and about to celebrate our 65th anniversary in 2009.  En-
closed is our recent photo.    

CATHERINE (WALSH) WILKINSON, SGH38; Florida 
My mother, Catherine Walsh, attended St. Gregory’s for 12 years with her three sib-
lings and now lives in Largo, Florida.  The newsletter recently showed the 1923 annual 
report and included her father, Joseph Walsh as a parishioner.  You also printed a 
class photo with her twin sisters in it.  She was quite thrilled to see her family members 
in the newsletter.  I will be taking her to the Florida Luncheon on February 21st.  Her 
former classmates can contact her at (727) 585-2201.   Note from Barry Wilkinson  

RITA (LOUISIGNAU) KEENAN, SGH45 AND PETER KEENAN; California 
We just celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary and renewed our vows at our Lady of As-
sumption Church in Claremont, California.  With us were our seven children, eight grandchil-
dren, and many friends.  We are both hale and hardy!  A big HELLO, Class of 1945 and 
K.L.U.!!  Keep the newsletter coming—so happy when we get it.  

ED LOUISIGNAU, SGH39 AND DOROTHY LOUISIGNAU; Michigan 
“Somebody Adopt Us!”  I think we are the only ones who come to all the events from the Class of 1939.  We 
know nobody, with the exception of Maggi Malloy.  I think you can tell that it’s no fun at all to go to the reun-
ions.  So at the next one, I think someone should adopt us!  We will see you in May 2009.  

ED HERSHIPS, SGH36; Michigan  
In the early 1920s my family moved to 15395 Baylis, between Fenkell and Hughes.  At the time we 

attended Mass at St. Francis Home for Boys.  The Chaplain, Fr. Benson, said Mass for the few families in the 
area.  In 1923, St. Gregory’s parish was founded and we were one of the first families to register.  Fr. Pokrie-
fka as pastor, and Fr. Doherty as assistant said Sunday Masses at St. Francis Home.  The 1923 annual report 
sent to the Bishop records that Dr. Lilly was one of the ushers in 1923.  He had his office on the second floor 
of the building at the northeast corner of Fenkell and Linwood.  Burnbaum’s Drugs was on the street level.  Dr. 
Lilly was our family doctor and delivered three of my four sisters.  Mr. Dinser, another of the ushers, had a 
huge florist company, Dinser’s Flowers, at the southwest corner of Fenkell and LaSalle.  

In September, 1925, St. Gregory School opened for the first time and one of the first students was a six
-year-old named Edward J. Herships, me.  One of the main things that I remember was Fr. Pokriefka  yelling at 
the students to “stay off the lawn” in front of the school.  I attended St. Gregory’s until completing the fourth 
grade (1929) and then was sent to St. Mary’s Academy in Windsor with my sister Helen.  

We used the streetcar to get to St. Gregory’s.  At that time, the Trumbull streetcar 
only ran as far as the intersection of Oakman Blvd and Woodrow Wilson where it turned 
east and went to the car barns on Hamilton.  We walked to our home from there.  The 
streetcar tracks were later extended to Wyoming, on Fenkell.  

There was very little business on Fenkell between 12th Street and Livernois; three 
chain stores, A&P, C.F. Smith, and Krogers; a couple of banks, a barbershop, a shoe repair 
and a tailor.  Entire blocks contained no buildings.  The Fenkell and Picadilly Theatres pro-
vided entertainment and there was a ballroom for dancing.  More memories later. 

Here’s a photo of Louis Cassabon and me on Fenkell at LaSalle in April of 1942. 
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ALUMNI ASSISTANCE 
FUND AVAILABLE 

Do you know of a St. Gregory 
Alumni who is in need of financial 
assistance?  Our Alumni Assis-
tance Fund exists through the gen-
erosity of two Alumni.  Send us 
the details in a letter.  Show us the 
need. 


