
Coming Events: 

Apr 27, 08; Business 
Meeting and Luncheon at 
Monaghan’s 

May 2, 08; St. Gregory 
Night at Monaghan’s—
All-Class Reunion 

Aug 23, 08; All-Class 
Luncheon & Memorial 
Mass at Monaghan’s 

Feb 21, 09; Florida All-
Class Reunion Luncheon 
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ST. GREGORY CONVENT IS HISTORY 
Built in 1949, St. Gregory’s convent building was home to the IHM Sisters for just 
twenty years.  “The convent was suddenly demolished in November, 2007,” said 
Sr. Sylvia Grey, SNJM, “with no advance notice.  When I realized the convent was 
being demolished I went beyond the fence and collected about a bushel or more of 
bricks for the alumni.  By the time I got there most of the building was gone.  The 
people in charge of demolishing the building did not wait for the phone company to 
disconnect the wires.  He took it upon himself 
to climb the pole and cut all the wires.  As a 
result we were without phone and fax and 
internet service for more than a week,”  The 
basement of the convent was destroyed by 
some sort of flood.  Mold and other agents 
have been at work down there for years and the 
inspector recommended that the building be 
torn down.   

IHM SISTERS HONORED BY THE E.P.A. 
Detroit News Article, 9/13/07 

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary were honored by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.  They run an assisted-living community in Monroe and 
were recognized for making the facility more energy-efficient and environmentally 
friendly.  “We’re most grateful for it,” said Sr. Janet Ryan of the honor.  She said 
the project took 10 years to complete at a cost of about $40 million.  “We think of 
this process as our latest educational institution where people can come and learn 
about eco-friendly systems and learn how we’ll all have to live in the future,” Ryan 
explained.  Ryan said an example of the improvements include timed motion-
detecting light switches that turn off after a person leaves the room.  She said 800 
windows, built in the 1930’s, were entirely restored with energy-efficient glass and 
reinstalled.  “Because of our values, lessening our humanity’s footprint on the 
earth, we wanted to recycle and reuse rather 
than replace,” Ryan said.  There are also miles 
of geothermal pipes for heating and cooling, 
making it one of the country’s largest private 
energy-efficient systems.  Ryan said there is 
even a gray water wetland recycling system that 
takes sink and shower water outside to a filter-
ing wetland and then returns the water to the 
building for use in toilets.  The convent is home 
to about 200 retired nuns.   
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VISIT OUR ST. GREGORY ALUMNI WEBSITE TODAY 

http://www.stgregoryalumni.com

 

See Photos of All Graduates and Many Sisters Too! 
Register Your E - Mail Address —Join the E - Mail Club 

RON WARING, SGH68; Michigan 
For the past seven years, this group of alumni (Class of 1968) 
have traveled north in Michigan the first weekend in August to 
play several rounds of golf—and do all the other things that St. 
Gregory guys have always done when they are together.  The 
specific composition of the group varies from year to year.  We 
alternate between the Gaylord area and Big Rapids.  It’ s be-
come a fun tradition that we don’ t expect to end any time soon!  
From left:  Tim Moore (St. Francis de Sales ‘66), Mike Vag-
netti, Tim LePain, Ron Waring, Wally Vendramini, Bill 
Chaney, Tony Fanelli, Larry Brady, and Joe Charnley.  

JOE BOURGOIN, SGH47; Michigan 
The Bourgoin connection with St. Gregory Parish goes back to the beginning.  Our parents, Adrian (from Han-
cock) and Mary (from Pittsburgh) were parishioners since the St. Francis Home days.  They were married at 
St. Gregory’s in 1929.  My aunt Emma was in the first graduating class of 1930.  She became Sr. Zita, IHM.  I 
went through grade school then entered the seminary along with Ed “Baldy” Baldwin, George Branchick, and 
Bill Winkel—four classmates who lived on Quincy.  Baldy was the only one to make it to the priesthood.  My 
brother, Edward, Class of 1954, died in 1986.  My sister Bernadette, Class of 1949, has been sending me her 
copy of the newsletter for several years.  Please put me on the mailing list! Best wishes to my former class-
mates.   

FLORENCE (MATTES) RADER, SGH49; North Carolina 
Just want to let you know how much I look forward to the St. Gregory School 
Alumni Newsletter.  Keep up the good work!    

GERRY FLOOD, SGH56; Michigan 
I’m happy to see names I recognize in the newsletter and sad-
dened when it’s because they have passed on.  My family would 
have stayed at St. Gregory’s had not the freeway taken our 
house on Wildemere.  I was to be in the Class of ‘56 and my 
brother Kevin in the Class of ‘58.  Myself and all my siblings 
ended up graduating from St. James in Ferndale.  I came across 
this photo of some classmates from 1952-53.  We were standing 
in front of the gym and I am wearing the “checkerboard” shirt 
and tie.  I can’ t remember any of the others, but if any see it, it 
should bring back memories. 


