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ST GREGORY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. Number 38

St. Gregory School

Alumni Newsletter

Inside this issue:

ALUMNI SPIRIT AWARD—2007

. Weare happy to announce the selection of four very specia individuals as our Outstanding

Alumni of the Year. They were nominated by their classmates and friends, as Alumni who
live the Spirit of St. Gregory School. The award, created twenty years ago, recognizes an
individual for involvement in their community, their parish and/or their alumni association.

JOE GAMACHE, Class of 1947
Joe was a class officer and lead cheerleader in high school. After four
years in the Army, he joined St. Gregory’s drama group and was the en-

| |tertainment chairman of the parish’s Y oung Peoples Club (YPC). Hewas

organist and choir director for over 30 years at St. Bede's, where he co-
founded the St. Bede Players which presented musicals. Joe taught hu-
manities at Oak Park High School for 36 years. Retired, he volunteers at
St. Joseph Hospital and his new parish, St. Therese of Lisieux. Joewas a
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CAROL (Mc DONALD) GARBACIK, Class of 1954
Carol was the Director of Religious Education at St. Patrick’s Parish in
Brighton for sixteen years, where she is also a lector. She is a catechist
trainer for the Lansing Diocese, conducting classes at various parishes.
She hasan M.A. in Theology from St. John’s Seminary, B.A. in Religious
Studies from St. Mary’s Orchard Lake. Carol is aleader of our annua St.
Gregory Alumni Luncheon in Florida. This year she hosted the Class of
1954 summer get together at her home on Fonda Lake in Michigan, for
boating and swimming.

Class of 1954

DOLORES “DEE” (DUROCHER) LALLMANN

Coming Events:

e Feb 16, 08; Florida All-
Class Reunion Luncheon

e Apr 27, 08; Business

Meeting and Luncheon at

Monaghan's

e May 2, 08; St. Gregory
Night at Monaghan's—
All-Class Reunion

e Aug 23, 08; All-Class
Luncheon & Memorial
Mass at Monaghan’s

RUTH (FISH) WERTMAN, Class of 1960

Ruth was a choir member and Eucharistic Minister in her parish for
many years. She participates in community activities such as Cancer
Walks, raising money for research. Since graduation, Ruth has been a
key person in organizing the many reunions of the Class of 1960.
“Ruth is the epitome of school spirit. Sheis a life-long St. Gregory
Cheerleader. She remains to this day an extremely supportive, upbeat
person who radiates Saint Gregory School Spirit”.

Dee did volunteer work at St. Dennis Parish for many years, both in the
school and the church, while raising her children. After caring for her ail-
ing mother for many years, Dee has retired to Florida where she volun-
teers at her parish in Port Charlotte. She also works at organizing our
annual Florida Alumni Luncheon each February, in North Port.
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Notes from Friends
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BARBARA MUIR, SGH56, Michigan

| only went to St. Gregory from the second through fifth grades. My
sisters graduated from St. Gregory’s. | would like to be on the mailing
list for the newsletter. It's just fun to keep up! Thaki.

JERRY DACEY, SGH57, Colorado

After graduation | joined the Marine Corps and served for 24 years, retiring as a First Sergeant
in 1981. | had many assignments throughout the country and Pacific area too. Worked for
American Linen Supply for many years in Albuquerque, then moved to Naturita, Colorado and
was chief of security at the power plant until 2005, and retired again. Both our class and the
Marines have one thing in common and | say to one and all, Semper Fideles.

PAT (CASWELL) DRINKWATER, SGH46; California
Thank you so much for the work you do putting out the
newsletter. The older | get, the more | treasure memories
and your newsletter refreshes them.

JOY (CARTER) WILSON, SGH60, California
Visiting the alumni website (www.stgregoryalumni.com) and enjoying the in-
formation and updates. A good reflection of a good Catholic education.

JOHN C. MITCHELL, SGHY, California (Formerly of 153t Fairfield, Detroit)

There were nine children in the
Mitchell family (Mom wanted 12!).
We heard al the Irish Catholic
jokes. We were ok with them since
Dad is Syrian/Lebanese and Mom is
English/lrish. | call myself one of
the “Lost Ones of St. Gregory
School” because | was in one of the
last grade school classses. Starting
first grade in 1967, | experienced the
high school closing in 1969, then the
grade school. Many in my class
stayed on when the grade school
closed in 1971, and the building
transitioned to a Detroit Public Mid-
dle School. We remained in the
same building, completing all eight

grades! The administration changed, the teachers changed, and @imeadlgath | was on suddenly shifted.

Some friends went to St. Bridget, some to St. Francis, still others to Gesu. But the ones who stayed remem-
bered the Nuns, the Priests, and the school staff, and wondered what became of them. If you don’t mind, I'll
track down other “Lost Ones’; others who were there like me, not quite 100% Alumni, but who still fondly,
and with reverence, remember what theGegory School experience was all about.




