
Coming Events 

Oct 28, 06; Memorial 
Mass at St. James Church 

Feb 17, 07; Florida all-
Class Reunion Luncheon 

Mar 18, 07; Alumni Busi-
ness Luncheon 

May 4, 07; St. Gregory 
Night at Monaghan’s 

Aug 24, 07; Gold Club 
Luncheon at Monaghans 
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We have established our Alumni Assis-
tance Fund through the generosity of 
two Alumni.  Do you know of someone 
in need of financial assistance?  Send us 
the details in a letter.  Show us the need. 

FOCUS:  THE FAMILY 
How about sending us a photo of 
your St. Gregory family and a note 
about each individual for the next 
newsletter.  We are getting positive 
feedback about this new feature! 

We are happy to announce the selection of three very special individuals as our 
Outstanding Alumni of the Year—2006.  They were nominated by their class-
mates and friends from St. Gregory School.  The award is based on a person’s 
active involvement in one or more of the following areas: their parish, their 
community, and their Alumni Association.  

PAUL REIZ 
St. Gregory High, Class of 1960 
Paul is in his fourth term as Romeo Village President.  
He has been active in local politics for many years.  
Paul is the Facilities Construction Director for the De-
troit Newspaper Agency, where he has worked for 42 
years.    

BERNARD HART  
St. Gregory High, Class of 1941 

Bernie passed away this Spring, 2006. 
Read about him on  page 19.    

FRANK BAUER 
St. Gregory High, Class of 1931 
Frank was a charter member of the original Alumni 
Association, in 1932.  He retired from Detroit Public 
Schools after 43 years as Attendance Supervisor.  See 
our article about Frank in the Spring, 2006 edition. 



SGH62  

JANE BRENNAN WATTERS, ABR 
REALTOR 

Weir, Manuel, Snyder & Ranke               (734) 455-7141 
500 S. Main St, Plymouth          jwatters@weirmanuel.com 

John D. Dingell VA Medical Center 
4646 John R Street, Detroit MI 48201 

Pharmacy  

Michael J. Maher, M.A., R.Ph 
Chief, Pharmaceutical Distribution Section 

(313) 576-1000 x4614 

Tom Ryan 
Air Personality  

CBS RADIO 
2201 Woodward Heights, Ferndale MI 

MONTE COSTELLA & CO.              Masonry Contractors 

SGH60 

SGH63 

(248) 347-7744 

FRANCIS COSTELLA, CEO 

SGH47 

25005 Trans X Drive 
Novi MI 48375 

Jane Griffin, GRI 
Associate Broker 

Prudential 
Chamberlain-Stiehl Realtors 
27100 Woodward Avenue, Royal Oak  (248) 547-2000 

PEDRO G. NIETO 
Attorney At Law 

Bank of America Building                                  pedrognieto@attorney.com 
220 E. Main, Suite 100, Uvalde TX 78801                           (830) 278-9106 

P.O. Box 320416 
Cocoa Beach FL 32932 
407-784-4400 

RICHARD BELLWARE 
U.S. Agent 

HEMISPHERE OVERSEAS PROPERTIES LTD 
Island Homesites * Builders * Appraisers 

                                    SGH47 

SGH60 

SGH60                                                       (313) 851-4477  

SAM CASSAR & COMPANY 
29226 Orchard Lake Rd, Suite 75 

Farmington Hills 48018 
Edward G. Cassar Sr. 

Janice McNulty  Insurance Agent           SGH68  

FARMERS 
Auto * Home * Life * Business 
7231 Cooley Lake Rd, W. Bloomfield (248) 363-8377 

P.O. Box 380285 
Clinton Twp MI 48038 LARRY BRADY 

      (586) 263-6747     SGH68 

John R. Bernard  SGH70                                      (248) 723-1806 
Senior Vice President—Investments 

SalomonSmithBarney

 

40701 Woodward Avenue, Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills 48304 
E-mail  john.bernard@rssmb.com 

17144 Wildmere Dr, Suite 1000 
Detroit MI 48221 

Linda D. Bernard, J.D., LL.M. 

Attorney & Counselor, Arbitrator and Mediator 
E-Mail  LDBESQ1@aol.com                                                (313) 864-6785 

SGH67 

Sunshine Companies, Inc 
Employer Services 

“We can save you time and money” 
2030 Old Dixie Hwy SE, Vero Beach FL 32962 

(561) 562-1265                              Michael F. Cairns 
Www.sunpeo.com                                                            SGH63 

Today, Inc                                              Maggi Malloy 
26000 Five Mile Road                                    Marketing Professional 
Redford MI 48239                                          (313) 538-2000 

SGH43 

Mike McKendry 
REALTOR 

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY 
8660 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota FL 34238 

(941) 966-8000  E-Mail: teammac@michaelsaunders.com 

SGH48 

Thomas A. Howard 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR  

Thomas A. Howard & Associates 
17600 Northland Park Court, Southfield                               (248) 552-8900 

SGH65 
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NANCY (MORRO) ABRAMSON, SGH58, Michigan 
My husband of 48 years, Robert D. Abramson, passed away on May 26, 2006.  
Bob did not attend St. Gregory’s, but was certainly a vital part of our beloved 
parish.  My friends were Bob’s friends, as his friends were mine (to this day).  
He lived on Holmur Avenue, just four houses from the convent (upstairs from 
me).  We were married at St. Gregory on June 28, 1958 by Fr. Van der Linden, 
and continued to be members of the parish until we moved to Livonia, joined 
St. Maurice and then St. Aidan.  We raised two wonderful children, Valerie and 
Rob, who inherited Bob’s good-heartedness.  Together we returned to St. Greg-
ory many times for various occasions and memorials; and Bob fully supported 
any monetary donations I made to the parish.  At Bob’s funeral, his family and 
many friends enthusiastically supported our belief that he was a kind, gentle, 
non-judgmental person who was everyone’s friend.  My heart is broken, but it is 
helpful to be able to express myself to our many friends from St. Gregory.   

JIM AND JOAN HORKAN, SGH40, Maryland 
Enclosed is a photo of us and two of our four grandchildren, Eilleen and Megan 
Harvey.  The photo was taken in September, 2005, at Towson University, Mary-
land, during the Maryland Senior Olympics.  I (Jim) took Second Place in the 
100 meter dash in a field of five male contestants, age 80 to 85 years.  We appre-
ciate your offer to print a note and photo.  Enclosed is our donation for the St. 
Gregory Alumni Association.    

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND CONTACT US 
JOIN OUR E-MAIL CLUB NOW 
www.stgregoryalumni.com

  

See Your Class Photo and More!  

CLARENCE GLEESON, SGH42; 1922-2005

 

Clary is best remembered for his lust for life.  Even in his retirement no one could stop 
him.  He was weaned on masonry construction and worked his whole life in the industry, 
building schools and churches.  He was president of the Masonry Institute of Michigan and 
his own company too.  In his retirement, he volunteered his construction expertise as a 
consultant in the Phoenix, Arizona area.  He was a proud WWII veteran who earned the 
Army Combat Infantry Badge and the Bronze Star.  His children remember him as their 
teacher, their adventurer, and their legacy.  He was one of those loving, endearing, and yet 
comical characters you read about only in novels.  He was the stuff of heroic fiction.  
Clary was a family man with such a great balance of gentility and fundamental goodness.  
He had the aura of one who stoops to conquer with love.  He was the father of six, the 
grandfather of 10 and the great-grandfather of one.  His children grew up respecting his wisdom, loving his 
charm, awestruck by his accomplishments, and laughing at his antics.  Clary was irresistible. 


